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Bidding Farewell to Tim 

Tim Graf’s last day with Adams County Soil & Water Conservation 

District will be October 27th. He has served as the Assistant 

Conservationist since June 2016. We appreciate the contributions he 

has brought to Adams Co. SWCD. Tim will be remaining in the world 

of conservation. He has taken an opportunity to serve as Soil 

Conservation Technician with NRCS in the western part of the state. 

Tim has coordinated the classroom school presentations and Splash!; 

also he helped in the soil judging contest. He has worked hard on 

InField Advantage making shape files, entering data, processing 

applications, and out in the field taking corn tissue samples for testing. 

Mr. Graf worked towards keeping the District fiscally sound, prepared 

for board meetings, assisted in tillage transects, and more. He has aided 

in the planning of our pasture walks and field days. The Assistant 

Conservationist’s role is full of variety. We wish much success for Tim 

in this new chapter in this adventure. 

As a result, Adams Co. SWCD is seeking a person to fill the position as Assistant Conservationist. 

If you are interested, please contact Sandy Voglewede. Adams Co. SWCD hopes to fill this vacancy 

in the near future to ensure a smooth transition as we continue to serve the residents of Adams 

County in encouraging clean water and healthy soils. 
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WELCOME!!! 

SWCD would like to welcome Brian Musser acting USDA NRCS District Conservationist to 

Adams County. Brian is from the small town of St. Joe, Indiana located in the southeast corner of 

DeKalb County. Brian is a 2006 graduate of Eastside 

High School and a 2010 graduate of Ball State University, 

graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources 

and Environmental Management with an emphasis on Land 

Management. 

Brian started his conservation career in Steuben County, 

Indiana working for the SWCD from 2010 to 2012 as the 

Resource Conservationist. In the fall of 2012 Brian was hired 

as the District Conservationist for USDA NRCS in Steuben 

County. Brian has been with USDA NRCS for five years now, and is excited to work with the Adams 

County SWCD and Adams County farmers to expand upon the excellent conservation success 

already occurring in the  county. We look forward to working with Brain and furthering our 

NRCS partnership.  



Have you ever wondered about your farms Nitrogen levels? Look no further 

sign- up for INFA with Adams Co. SWCD. 

For more information call (260)-724-3763 Ext. 3 

Program Tools 
- Corn Stalk Nitrate Testing (CSNT): Determine nitrogen use efficiency at the end
of the growing period.

- Aerial Imagery: Observe fields from above to discover possible issues, including

soil compaction and equipment malfunctions.

- Replicated strip trials (RST): Compare different rates, forms, timing and

placement of crop nutrients within a single field to evaluate nutrient efficiency and

associated yield.

Grain Bin Safety Precautions* 
1.) Apply control of hazardous energy (lockout/tagout) procedures before any entry 

into grain bins. 

2.) Prohibit walking-down grain or similar practices used by employees to make 
grain flow. 

ensure it is secured prior to any bin entry. 

4.) Provide an observer outside the bin, equipped to provide assistance if 

necessary. The observer's only task should be to continuously track the 
employee that entered the bin. 

5.) Prohibit entry into bins or silos underneath a bridging condition, or where there 

is a build-up of grain products on side walls that could fall and bury the 
employee. 

6.) Test the air within a bin or silo, prior to any entry, for the presence of 

combustible and toxic gases, and to determine if there is sufficient oxygen. 

TT his is not an all-inctusive list or safety precautions and procedures. For more mrormabon on OSHA'sHandling standard, please visit www.osha.gov.

3.) Provide all employees a body harness with a lifeline, or a boatswains chair, and 



Fiscal Year 2017 Sign Up for EQIP 

Indianapolis, IN, September 27, 2017–Indiana’s agricultural producers who 

want to improve natural resources and address concerns on their land are 

encouraged to sign up for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

(EQIP) through the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

Jane Hardisty, NRCS State Conservationist, announced that December 15, 

2017 will be the EQIP application deadline in Indiana. 

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program available for agricultural 

producers. Through EQIP, NRCS provides financial and technical assistance 

to install conservation practices that reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, 

improve soil health, improve water and air quality, and create wildlife 

habitat. 

Producers interested in EQIP should submit a signed application to the local 

NRCS field office. Applications submitted by the December 15th deadline will 

be evaluated for the funding period submitted. Participants in EQIP must 

meet eligibility requirements. NRCS staff will work with producers to 

determine eligibility and complete necessary worksheets and rankings in 

order for the applicant to compete for funding. 

Please contact our office at 260-724-3763, ext. 3 for more information. 

Brian Musser, NRCS District Conservationist

Helping People Help the Land 



For Rent 

7’ Esch No-till Drill 

Model 5507 

This equipment is 

good to plant small 

grain and grass 

seed. 

2 Seed Boxes 

15 Openers 

 5.5” Row Spacing 

 6’10” Planting 

Width 

 9’4” Transport 

Width 

Gas Engine & 

Hydraulics 

Weights & Lights 

$5 an acre/$25 min 

New! Land Pride 

706NT Series No-till 

Compact Drill 7’ 

Width 

 10 rows, 7.5” row

spacing, 2x13

single press wheels

 5/8” turbo coulters,

standard tougue,

clevis hitch

 2 Seed Boxes

 $8 an acre/$50 min

 Esch No-till Drill 

Land Pride No-till Drill 



For Rent 

BETTERWAY HI-BOY 

SEED SPREADER 

 Pulls with a single

horse

 Broadcast cover

crops

 $4 an acre/$40

min.

Salford 522 Air 

Drill 

 30 ‘ wide 

Capable of seeding 

cover crops and 

injecting dry 

fertilizer in the 

same pass. 

Provided by 

collaboration of 

Adams SWCD and 

Allen SWCD. 

Go to Adams Co. 

SWCD Facebook 

page for mini video 

about information 

on Salford drill. 

The regular rental 

price is $30. This 

includes drill, 

tractor, & operator. 

SPECIAL RATE: 

$16/acre ($15/acre 

if the invoice is 

paid within 10 

days) 

 Betterway Hi-Boy Seed Spreader 

Salford 522 Air Drill 

For more upcoming events and information, visit our website at 

www.AdamsCountySoilandWater.com/ and our Facebookpage. 

http://www.adamscountysoilandwater.com/


On September 15th, 2017 Adams Co. SWCD headed out to Stone Lab of 

Ohio State University. There were 30 adults from Adams County. After 

arriving at Put-In-Bay, Ohio, we toured the old fish hatchery and Aquatic 

Visitors Center. Afterwards in the water quality lab, the scientist presented 

some of his findings from Lake Erie and showed us experiments used to 

make these determinations. After lunch Dr. Chris Winslow made a detailed 

presentation on the Western Lake Erie Basin. He spoke on phosphorus and 

nitrogen levels in the WLEB. Also discussion was had about the harmful 

algae blooms. Dr. Winslow explained how actions affect everyone even those 

in Adams County, Indiana. Topics on climate, ecology and wildlife were 

taught. After touring Gabraltar Island, we explored Lake Erie aboard two

research vessels. Several hands-on experiments were conducted by all of 

us aboard the vessels. We also made observations on the marine life and 

water quality in Lake Erie. Everyone came away from the trip with a better 

understanding of water quality issues and the WLEB. The visit to Stone Lab 

offered us a powerful combination of science education & research. 

On August 23rd, 2017 Adams Co. SWCD hosted a pasture 

walk at Mark Grieshop's Farm - Pasture Delights. Mark talked 

with other farmers about Fall Seeding of Hay and Pasture 

Crops, Selecting seed mixes for hay or pasture fields, how & 

when to seed, & how late is "too late" for the last hay cutting of 

the year. Along with Mark, Justin Hummel spoke with farmers 

about Hummel Honey, and "Honey Bees." Mark also shared 
about mob grazing. It was interesting touring his pasture & 
operation. Everyone enjoyed the homemade ice cream made 
with milk from Pasture Delights. 

Adams County SWCD assisted Adams County Purdue Extension in hosting a

county soils contest for FFA Chapters from Adams, Jay and Wells County. 

Adams Central, Bellmont, Jay County, Norwell and Southern Wells 

participated bringing 95 students through the contest on Tuesday, September 

26th. Southern Wells placed first. Adams Central had the 2nd place team of 

Caitlyn Emenhiser, Courtney Lotter, Millie Minnich, and Jocelyn Zurercher. 

Bellmont placed 3rd with team members Olivia Conrad, Cassie Fleming, 

Andrew Fuelling, and Ethan Short. They will all advance on to Area Soils 

contest on October 6 in Huntington County. Thanks to Dean Tonner family 

for providing the field for the contest and Carl Walker for officiating.



Victor Shelton/NRCS State Agronomist Grazing Specialist October 2017 

Parts of Indiana still remain dry with an intensity rating of abnormally dry to moderate drought. It’s certainly been 
drier in the past, especially thinking back to 2012, but we could benefit from some rain. Forage regrowth has 
slowed down and opportunities for fall annuals remains challenging. 

I planted some annuals; they emerged but would greatly benefit from some precipitation in order to meet their 
purpose. If we get some rain, along with enough warm days for good growth, they may still provide some forage for 
grazing. 

The earlier we can get those fall annuals up and growing, the more growth potential they have. If you haven’t 
planted any yet, your choices have narrowed down a lot and most potential for any fall grazing. Annual ryegrass, 
cereal rye, wheat, triticale, and winter peas are pretty much all that is left that still could be planted. If planted now, 
grazing opportunities will be more likely in the spring unless we have unusually warm weather. 

The dry conditions not only impact fall planted annuals, but they will also impact regrowth and most likely, the 
amount of potential stockpile. We still have time to acuminate a fair amount of stockpile for winter if moisture is 
sufficient; no worries yet. 

A question on irrigating pasture was brought up last week. Here in Indiana, there are typically only portions of three 
months where moisture may be lacking including July, August, and September. The first question to consider is the 
water source. It will take a very good one. One acre inch of water is a lot of water: 27,154 gallons of water, per 
acre!  If you only add two acre inches of water per month multiplied by the number of acres you want to irrigate, 
that adds up to a huge amount of water. That can strain water reserves unless you have a huge lake or other water 
source to pull from. Below ground water reserves also have limits; we found that out the hard way in 2012. Whether 
you irrigate or not, maintaining cover of the soil with live plants or plant residue is the place to start. Good cover 
slows evaporation and with good soil structure, helps to increase infiltration when it does rain. 

A better alternative might be to include some perennial warm season grasses into your pasture system. Even a 
small field of switchgrass, big bluestem, or indiangrass or some combinations of, can be very beneficial and help 
you thrive during dry periods. There are several producers in Indiana that would quickly tell you that their warm 
season grasses saved them in 2012, but they can be advantageous every year. Warm season grasses are best 
planted and managed separate from traditional cool season forages. One of the speakers at the Southern Indiana 
Grazing Conference next March, Dr. Pat Keyser, will highlight benefits of using warm season grasses with 
management that might be easier than you would think. 

Speaking of warm season grasses, we do need to remember that sudangrass and sorghum-sudan hybrids, and 
johnsongrass produce a cyanide compound when frosted causing the production of the prussic acid. Livestock 
should be removed from these forages for at least two weeks to allow for the forages to “dry down” and the prussic 
acid to dissipate before grazing again. Frosted areas could start with only “pockets” in a field. Any regrowth from 
the base of the plant after a frost can also be very high in prussic acid. If in doubt about nitrates or prussic acid – 
test before feeding or grazing! 

One more thought on droughty periods this time of year is poisonous plants. The first one that comes to mind is 
white snakeroot. This time of year this plant has numerous heads of small white flowers and is quite common 
along woodland edges, woods, and streams. Livestock normally will avoid consuming white snakeroot under 
typical growing conditions but as ample desirable forage declines or disappears, poisonous weeds start looking 
good.  Either eaten in large amounts at one time or in small amounts over a period of time, both can be fatal. 
Nursing animals are often affected from the milk and commonly fatal with no signs of ailment from the adult. Nancy 
Hanks Lincoln, mother to President Lincoln, died of milk sickness by drinking milk from an affected cow. If your 
grazing livestock have access to potential problem areas, it would be best to scout the area ahead of grazing. 
Small patches of plants can be removed; if there are too many, keep the livestock out! Leaves of the white 
snakeroot are opposites, have toothed edges, and taper to a point. Flowers are small clusters of small white 
flowers. If you have problems identifying this plant, contact your local extension office for assistance. 

We don’t usually think about the pesky yellow flowered buttercup in the fall, but we should. Most buttercup plants 
develop from seed during the fall (somewhat dependent if enough moisture is present). Overgrazing fields create 
opportunity for buttercups to grow. Maintaining cover is one of the best methods to help compete again the 
emergence and growth of this weed. If present in the fall or early spring, herbicides labeled for use on pastures 
can help control it. Contact your local extension office for herbicide choices. 

Consider strip grazing under dry conditions to increase the harvest efficiency. Grazing corn stalks can provide rest 
needed on pastures and increase grazing days. Check corn herbicide labels for any grazing restrictions. 

Keep on grazing!  Victor Shelton



Contact Us 

(260) 724-3763, ext. 3

www.AdamsCountySoilandWater.com/ 

SWCD County Conservationist: Sandy Voglewede     Sandy.Voglewede@IN.nacdnet.net 

Adams County Soil & Water Conservation District Board: 

Tim Graf Timothy.Graf2@IN.nacdnet.net 

Nick Alles nalles@isda.IN.gov 

Jill Krause jikrause@isda.in.gov 

Brian Musser Brian.musser@in.usda.gov 

SWCD Assistant Conservationist:  

ISDA Resource Specialist: 

ISDA Resource Specialist:   

NRCS Acting District Conservationist: 

NRCS Soil Conservationist: Arelys Ortiz Arelys.ortiz@in.usda.gov 

Randy Roe Supervisor: Corey Bulmahn 

Paul Bluhm Supervisor: Dean Tonner 

Chairman:   

Vice-chairman: 

Treasurer: Jeff Kiess Associate: Gene Witte 
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