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Bees, butterflies, birds, bats, and beetles are all pollinators.  They are responsible for 1 out of every 3 

bites of food we eat.  They help fertilize orchards and croplands.  Pollinators are critical to growing 

our nation’s food.   

Pollinators are facing some serious threats to their survival.  The main threats are habitat loss,       

degradation and fragmentation.  As native vegetation is replaced by roadways, manicured lawns, crops 

and non-native gardens; pollinators lose the food and nesting sites they need to survive.  Pesticides can 

also impact pollinator populations.  Migratory pollinators, like butterflies, face special challenges.  If 

the distance between suitable habitat along their migration route is too far, smaller, weaker individuals 

may die during their journey. 

Farmers and ranchers are voluntarily stepping up to the plate to help recover pollinator populations.  

SWCD, NRCS, FSA, and ISDA are helping them implement more than 30 conservation practices to 

help enhance pollinator habitats.  This includes everything from planting wildflowers and native 

grasses to improving pasture management.  Developments to help increase habitat for pollinators also 

support upgraded water quality, healthier soils and more productive lands; which is 

good for the environment and the farmer’s bottom line. 

Would you like to learn more about pasture management?  Come to one or both of our 

last two Pasture Walks for the season.  Darrell Brown will be our highlighted presenter 

at both of them.  In addition, Justin Hummel with Hummel Honey will be speaking on        

pollinators at the August Pasture Walk Event.  Hope to have you be part of these days.  

No rsvp is needed; just come enjoy and learn. The two upcoming events are: 

 Mark Grieshop, Wednesday, August 23rd at 6:30 p.m.; Pasture’s Delights; old Book 
Out Farm; 4579 N Salem Road, Decatur, IN;   

 Lucas J. Schwartz, Saturday morning, September 30th at 9:30 a.m.; 2362 E State 
Road 218, Berne, IN. 

In Conservation, 

Sandy Voglewede 



      Wednesday Night, August 23rd at 6:30 p.m. 

Location:  Mark Grieshop’s Farm —  Pasture Delights    

      4579 N Salem Rd, Decatur, Indiana (old Book-Out Farm) 

Topics:     Fall Seeding Hay and Pasture Crops 

    Selecting seed mixes for hay or pasture fields 

       How & when to seed 

     How late is “too late” for the last hay cutting of  the year. 

    Come check out Adams County’s new Land Pride no-till drill 

Guest Speaker:  Justin Hummel – Hummel Honey.  “Honey Bees” 

 

Saturday Morning, September 30th at 9:30 a.m. 

Location:  Lucas J. Schwartz’ Farm 

     2362 East State Rd 218, Berne, Indiana 

Topics:  Getting hay & pasture fields ready for next year 

 Soil testing and fertilization 

 Ensure healthy plants going into winter 

 Important information for successful winter grazing 

                   Fall cover crop seeding 

 How to select the right seeds and mixes  

 When is best time to seed? 

Plans for winter frost seeding 

Equipment demonstrations 

 



Fiscal Year 2018 Sign Up for EQIP 

Indiana’s agricultural producers who want to improve natural resources and 

address concerns on their land are encouraged to sign up for the               

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) through the USDA-Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program available for agricultural producers. 

Through EQIP, NRCS will provide financial and technical assistance to install 

conservation practices that reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, improve 

water and air quality, and create wildlife habitat. 

Many applicants have an interest in using funds to address soil erosion and 

water quality issues on their land; however, funds are also available for    

pasture and grazing land, confined livestock operations, organic producers, 

drainage water management, invasive plant control, and wildlife habitat     

improvement. Also included in this sign up are Conservation Activity Plans 

that would help farmers work with Technical service providers to write     

management plans for nutrient and pest management and comprehensive 

nutrient management plans (CNMP’s), plus forest management. 

Producers interested in EQIP should submit a signed application to the local 

NRCS field office. After harvest, stop in and see us for questions or to sign an 

application.  The staff will work with producers to determine eligibility for the 

program and begin conservation planning.     

 

Please contact our office at 260-724-3763, ext. 3 for more information. 

Kelley Barkell, NRCS District Conservationist 

 

  

 

              Helping People Help the Land 
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For Rent 

7’ Esch No-till Drill    

Model 5507 

 This equipment is 

good to plant small 

grain and grass 

seed.   

 2 Seed Boxes 

 15 Openers 

 5.5” Row Spacing 

 6’10” Planting 

Width 

 9’4” Transport 

Width 

 Gas Engine &    

Hydraulics 

 Weights & Lights 

 $5 an acre/$25 min  

New! Land Pride 

706NT Series No-till 

Compact Drill  7’ 

Width 

 10 rows, 7.5” row 

spacing, 2x13     

single press wheels 

 5/8” turbo coulters, 

standard tougue, 

clevis hitch 

 2 Seed Boxes 

 $8 an acre/$50 min 

 

Esch No-till Drill 

 

Land Pride No-till Drill 



For Rent 

BETTERWAY HI-BOY 

SEED SPREADER 

 Pulls with a single

horse

 Broadcast cover

crops

 $4 an acre/$40

min.

Salford 522 Air 

Drill 

 30 ‘ wide 

 Capable of seeding 

cover crops and    

injecting dry    

fertilizer in the 

same pass. 

 Provided by   

collaboration of   

Adams SWCD and 

Allen SWCD.  

 Go to Adams Co. 

SWCD Facebook 

page for mini video 

about information 

on Salford drill.  

 The regular rental 

price is $30.  This 

includes drill,    

tractor, & operator.   

SPECIAL RATE: 

$16/acre ($15/acre 

if the invoice is 

paid within 10  
days)

Salford 522 Air Drill 

Betterway Hi-Boy Seed Spreader 



2017 Important Dates: 

 Soil Health Field Day; Thursday, August 10th at 8 a.m.-3 p.m.; Roemke 
Farms, 12125 State Rd 101, Harlan, IN. PARP, CEU & CCH credits available.  
RSVP to 260-484-5848—Allen Co. SWCD.  

 Adams Co. SWCD Tree Sale; Orders received August 14 – September 8th; 
Customer pick up date: September 20th.  Watch website for order forms or 
call the office for more details. 

 River Friendly Farmer Award Ceremony; August 16th at 1:00 p.m.; 4-H       
Exhibitors Hall (2nd floor) at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. 

 Pasture Walk; Wednesday, August 23rd at 6:30 p.m.; Pasture’s Delights; 
Mark Grieshop; old Book Out Farm; 4579 N Salem Road, Decatur, IN;      
Presenter: Darrell Brown.  Guest presenter:  Justin Hummel -Hummel Honey. 

 Adams Co. SWCD Fish Sale; Orders received August 28-September 20th; 
Customer pick up date will be October 5th.  Watch website for order forms or 
call the office for more details. 

 Trip to Stone Lab; September 15th.  Hosted by Adams Co. SWCD. Call for 
seat availability.   

 Women’s Learning Circle; September 22nd.  Location: Cindy & Phil Eicher’s. 

 Pasture Walk; Saturday, September 30th at 9:30 a.m.; Lucas J. Schwartz, 
2362 E State Road 218, Berne, IN; Presenter:  Darrell Brown. 

 For more upcoming events and information, visit our website at 
www.AdamsCountySoilandWater.com/ and our Facebook page. 

$$$ Would you like possible funding help with Cover Crops or Gypsum? 

Do you live or farm in the Upper Wabash Watershed in Adams or Wells 

County?  If  you do, come talk to Sandy about our cost share program.   

Adams County SWCD partnered with Wells County SWCD to apply for 

the CWI grant.  And we were awarded the Clean Water Indiana grant.  

Let’s talk and see how we can work together to provide conservation    

practices in Adams County.  Having Healthy Soils and Clean Water are two        

important goals for our county.  



On June 9th, 2017 Adams Co. SWCD headed out to Stone Lab of Ohio State 

University.  There were 27 adults from Adams County.  After arriving at       

Put-In-Bay, Ohio, we toured the old fish hatchery and Aquatic Visitors Center.   

Afterwards in the water quality lab, the scientist presented some of his      

findings from Lake Erie and showed us experiments used to make these  

determinations.  After lunch Dr. Chris Winslow made a detailed presentation 

on the Western Lake Erie Basin.  He spoke on phosphorus and nitrogen  

levels in the WLEB.  Also discussion was had about the harmful  algae 

blooms.  Dr. Winslow explained how actions affect everyone even those in 

Adams County, Indiana.  Topics on climate, ecology and wildlife were taught.  

After touring Gabraltar Island, we explored Lake Erie when we boarded two 

research vessels.  Several hands-on experiments were conducted by all of us 

aboard the vessels.  We also made observations on the marine life and water 

quality in Lake Erie.  Everyone came away from the trip with a better understanding of water quality issues and the 

WLEB.  The visit to Stone Lab offered us a powerful combination of science education & research.   

This past spring there were two pasture walks were sponsored by Adams County SWCD.  Thank you to           

Mervin I. Schwartz in April for hosting.  We discussed rotational grazing, late spring hay & pasture seeding.  Also 

topics on planting cover crops after wheat or oats harvest were taught.  We appreciate Nick D.L. Schwartz for    

hosing in June.  At this pasture walk we spoke on supplemental or emergency pasture seeding.  We also looked at 

when it is the best time to fertilize pasture. Soil health and water quality are  always key topics at our pasture walks. 

 

Right before school let out for the summer vacation, we enjoyed our SPLASH! 

event.  6th graders from the public and parochial schools came together to   

enjoy hands-on lessons on conservation.  Tim Graf, Assistant Conservationist, 

coordinated the event.  The theme this year was Healthy Soils Are Full of Life.  

Break-out sessions included GPS, Calves, Common  Water, Watershed, ATV 

Safety, Healthy Soils, Nematodes and Worms.  The day ended with the        

students enjoying a live animal show.  Thank you to the many sponsors whose 

support made possible for each student to receive a t-shirt.   

 

In mid-June we were honored with a special 

visit.  The National NRCS Acting Chief chose 

Adams County as one of the four places to 

visit during his trip to Indiana.  He spoke of 

wanting to learn more about our education and 

outreach efforts.  Along with Chief Leonard 

Jordan, US Regional Conservationist  Kevin 

Wickey and IN State Conservationist Jane 

Hardisty and others came to Adams County.  

We appreciate them taking time out of their 

schedule to listen and spend time with us.   





 

 

bee    nectar     

butterfly   fruit    habitat 

poison    pollinator   pollen 

bat     hummingbird      chocolate 

Clues 
1. A small bird that moves fast! 

2. An animal’s home. 

3. Sweet! This is a treat made possible by a      

pollinator. 

4. This flying mammal likes cactus flowers. 

5. Using this spray hurts pollinators too. 

6. An animal that helps pollinate flowers. 

7. Found in a flower.  Sometimes it makes us 

sneeze. 

8. A very colorful and beautiful pollinator. 

9. Sweet liquid found in flowers. 

10. Yum! Many pollinated flowers grow into these. 

11. A busy garden insect. 



 

An Indiana NRCS Monthly Newslett

er 

 

July 4th usually reminds me that half of the growing season is pretty much gone.  After panicking for a 
moment or two, it is best to just come to the conclusion that everything is done that needs to be done, 
and if not, perhaps it just wasn’t that important.  I long for those July 4th holidays in the past that were 
huge family get-to-gathers, those out-of-the back of the vehicles while putting nitrogen on knee high corn 
in the river bottoms or the leisurely porch gatherings eating watermelon and blackberry pie.  I’m not sure 
why all of a sudden everyone seems so busy, and there is just never enough time.  

 
By now, most have made the decision on whether to clip pastures or not.  Like I said before, clipping just 
for aesthetics is hard to justify.  Saving energy where possible is also beneficial on the pocket book.  If 
the pasture has been grazed once or twice already then it probably really does not have that many seed 
heads present, and depending on how it was grazed, perhaps not many weeds either.  If you look at the 
field from a “windshield” point of view, it is usually going to appear to have a lot more seed heads than it 
really does.  Now, if for some reason it has not been grazed much, or not at all this year, then I would 
expect it to have quite a bit of seed heads by now and quickly maturing.  That is not always the case 
though; stressed plants generally produce more seed.  So it’s worth a closer look before clipping.  
Another reason I would have a hard time justifying clipping just for aesthetics is the possibility of a pink 
eye problem.  The seed heads do not cause pink eye, or at least not independently.  The seed heads 
along with other things present irritate the eyes.  Watery eyes draw flies.  The flies then move the      
bacteria from the infected animal to other animals.  

 
Dr. Bill Shulaw, OSU extension veterinarian, once wrote, “Pinkeye demonstrates a well-known principle 
in infectious diseases.  Disease usually occurs only when there is a susceptible host (in this case a    
non-immune cow), an infectious agent (Moraxella bovis for pinkeye), and environmental conditions that 
favor infection of the host (irritation of the eye to create tears that attract the flies and that favor the    
attachment of the bacteria to eye tissues).  Infectious agents involved in many diseases are relatively 
common in most cattle herds, but disease isn't usually observed until the other two criteria are           
present.  The disease often disappears from a herd after a couple of grazing seasons without any      
special preventive efforts like vaccination or pasture clipping.  Pinkeye, as it is usually named and de-
fined in textbooks, is caused by a bacterial infection of the surface of the eyeball and the inner surfaces 
of the lids.  Unfortunately, the bacteria that cause this disease are commonly carried by a few animals 
that show no signs of disease and serve to introduce it to a new herd when those animals are added to it 
or that keep the bacteria on the farm to expose a new group of susceptible animals to it.  Most animals 
that recover from the disease clear the infection from their eye tissues; sometimes all of them do.  The 
body's immune response is responsible for this and serves to help keep the animal from getting it 
again.  This is why sometimes it appears in a cow herd with both cows and calves affected by it, but it 
eventually disappears by the end of the summer.  If one or more carriers remain, it sometimes appears 
again the next year but usually only in the animals that weren't affected the previous year such as new 
calves or heifers housed at another location the previous year.”  If you knew which cow(s) might be the 
silent carriers, they could grow some wheels.  That’s probably enough on that topic.  

 
Clipping during that second scenario above because it has more seed heads,  is more justifiable, but 
even then there are other options, such as mowing for hay, though quality is going to be lower than it 
would have been earlier, but, counter-productive if you are trying to build fertility.  
 

Victor Shelton/NRCS State Agronomist Grazing Specialist                   July 2017 



Instead I would recommend doing some high-density, short-duration grazing, or “mob”       
grazing.  Allocate just enough forage for one day or less.  The higher the density, the shorter 
the duration, and the longer the rest needed before it can be grazed again.  The cattle        
consume the best of the forages and hammer the rest into the ground…along with               
well-distributed manure and urine creating a biological powerhouse that can push the envelope 
for a micro-flora environment.  This type of grazing, with time, transforms the area with a flush 
of nutrients, microbial nitrogen, increased organic matter and diversity…it turns green! 

 
If weeds are really the problem or at least appear to be a problem, then you need to make a 
decision – mow, spray or graze.  Mowing certainly usually makes the field “look” better, but it 
may or may not control the weeds.  Mowing in a timely manner can keep the weeds from 
spreading more seed and that is probably the biggest benefit of mowing.  Shrubby pests such 
as blackberries may make good pies, but they can quickly turn into major thorns in a pasture 
and like most weeds rob sunlight and nutrients from the forages you are trying to grow.      
Noxious weeds and large populations of perennial weeds that are competing too much may 
require chemical control.  Applying these herbicides at a time when they will be most likely be 
transferred to the roots is ideal and for most perennials should be later in the season when the 
plant is moving nutrients downward for winter storage.  It is always better to spot spray or use 
a “wipe” type of system over blanket coverage.  Broadleaf herbicides are also hard on the   
valuable legumes and beneficial forbs.  Sheep or goats can help reduce weed pressures on 
pastures and can be rotated behind or in front of the cows depending on who needs the    
highest nutrition.  

 
Keep in mind that almost anything the livestock can do for you will be cheaper than anything 
you can do yourself, especially if a wheel is turning.  
 
Keep on grazing!  Victor Shelton 
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